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TEXTBOOKS ,itngll™

Complaints about textbooks are
very common among teachers.
However, | think that equating
the challenges related to
reading skill development with
“text difficulty” and students’
“weakness” can, in fact, be a
sign of heavy dependence on
textbook i.e. the belief that
students have to be taught every
single item in the textbook as
presented by the writer.

There’s no denying that texts
of unfamiliar content can be
«difficult». Also, the multiplicity of
new vocabulary-oftenreferredto
as «difficult words» may interfere
with comprehension. However,
when it comes to textbook
readings and skill development, |
think that text difficulty is left to
reading tasks to decide.

| had my first French lesson at the
age of seven. Before leaving the
class, our French teacher asked
us to bring a French newspaper!
My parents were taken aback
and thought it was time for my
old French teacher to retire. On
our part, Proud and motivated
as we were, we filled our bags
with all French newspapers
we could have. | still remember
that although we had to stop at
every single word in the French
newspaper, it was more fun than
challenging. Do you know why?
We only had to underline the
letter A and circle the letter B!
Being goal oriented, we can
change, “customize”, gap fill and
differentiate. We can adapt texts
tomeetspecificneedsandwecan
make them more challenging by
focusing on high order thinking
skills. This is, in fact, emblematic
not only of the flexibility with
which a text can be handled, but
also of the teachers’ need to free
themselves from textbook ties.
In his book, Developing Criteria
for Textbook Evaluation, David
Williams expresses this most
strongly when he talks about
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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ORATORY COMPETITION

Mohammed Jaafar al-Mesaidin,
a high school student, achieved
first place in the English-
language oratory competition
on ‘"the love of Bahrain"
which was organized by the
Secondary AlMa'refa School
under the supervision of the
Ministry of Education. All thanks
and appreciation to Mr. Bassam
Abu Qattam, the trainer as well
as to Mr. Fathy Mohammed
Awadallah, Supervisor of the
English department for the
preparatory and high school
stages. We are pleased with
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the achievement done by the
brilliant student Mohammed
Jaafar Al-Musaidin, who has
added this award to the balance [
of his personal achievements.
The student also expressed
his joy at this success and
the first place, through
which he thanked the school
administration and the English
Department for providing their
continued support and for the
role done to encourage the
students to develop their skills
and hobbies that support the
academic aspect.
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text book “tyranny” to those who P =

completely dependontextbooks. [Bek _ . . o
What is ironic as Williams points [ Udlagoll e Ppo uiba

out is that”..those teachers who [= = Uo uan Egouito dygilillg dyalac)l
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Mr. lyadh Labadi
Educational Specialist
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